
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

MARIANNA FLORIDA 

Pastorôs message: 

 

My wife and I drove to Marianna on Wednesday, February 10th and met the movers at 8am on Thursday, February 11.  Within a 24 

hour period, we had our last worship service at Grace Presbyterian Church in Lafayette, LA and our first meal on Lafayette Street in 

Marianna. The amazing house the church provides the pastor is now our home.  We are blessed and grateful. The house came with 

food staples and plants and wonderful meals prepared for us. We are still unpacking boxes and settling in.  We have been told we 

have a "grace period" :)  

Let me give you my quick summary of "how I became your new pastor". I had been serving Grace in Lafayette for 12 years and felt 

NOW was a good time in my life to consider a "new call".  I feel that pastors sometimes "stay too long" and I am a believer in the 

"law of diminishing returns". I know, it doesn't sound too spiritual but the pastor-church relationship needs to keep growing and thriv-

ing and not slow down.  I also felt that I would be leaving Grace in a good place with young families, new and strong leadership and 

hands-on mission and purpose. 

To be honest, my Linda and I limited ourselves to the gulf coast - because we love that geography  and that is where most of our 

family resides.  There were no churches in Texas that were a good fit. There was a church in the Mobile area I was interested in but 

they hired a pastor "in house" without even having a true search.  Marianna intrigued us because of your location and because it 

seemed like a healthy church with a great history and with committed Christians. Every pastor I spoke with on the 

phone  (moderator Dan Mitchell, COM moderator Randy Jackson, prior pastors Huw and Ted) all spoke VERY highly of your church 

and mentioned there weren't "any red or pink flags".  We liked the hands-on ministry with the food pantry and the emphasis on chil-

dren and youth and pastoral care of our members. It seemed like a "Good Fit";  a good match between my passions and gifts and 

what you needed and appreciated in pastoral leadership.   

Linda and I had lived in small towns before (Marlin, TX = near Waco; Vernon, TX near Wichita Falls) and we had lived in manses as 

well and saw that as a positive.  (Some Presbyterian pastors do NOT want to live in smaller towns OR manses) Your Pulpit Nomi-

nating Committee had two  face-time interviews with me and we all agreed that they went well and were honest and engaging and 

positive. On November 8-10  we came for an on-site visit and I preached for the PNC on Sunday at the Grace Presbyterian Church 

in Panama City.  Jennifer Stafford and the PNC met the next day and called me that Monday Night and offered the call and I replied 

that I was ready to say YES as Linda and I had prayed and sought God's will and were at peace and excited about accepting 

it.  THEN  the process took a lot of time....The PNC had to be coy and secretive with even the elders of the church....John Wamsley 

could not meet with the Presbytery's Committee on Ministry until Jan 19th to be officially examined and approved by them.  That's 

why the earliest we could move forward with your Congregational Meeting on January 24to hear from your PNC and vote for the 

candidate (me) I received a text at 12:08 pm (!) that you had voted unanimously in favor of the PNC's recommendation (me) and 

Immediately informed my elders and sent out an email letter to my congregation at 2pm and a snail mail that day.  

I am grateful that I have the opportunity for life together and ministry together here at First Presbyterian Church of Marianna. Every-

thing so far has confirmed our hopes and expectations and the truth is that the Church = people. We have felt welcomed and loved 

and supported and the PEOPLE  (you!) have exceeded our hopes & expectations. 

Invite someone to our Lenten Lunches on Tuesdays at noon!  Plan on attending the work retreat at Dogwood Acres  March 11-12 

(Friday Night through Saturday mid-afternoon)  The Installation Service on Sunday, March 13 is about US (not me or you).  Yes, it's 

another "church service" but hopefully it will be inspiring and you won't have another one like this for a long time!  Mark your calen-

dars to come back to corner of Clinton and Jefferson for 4pm! Pray and think about someone to invite -  people expect Christians to 

be excited about faith and church at Easter!! We will strengthen our functional committees (ministry teams); We will look at kick 

starting men's fellowship and perhaps the Wednesday evening groups as well.  I will be starting a daily email soon!  In the mean-

time, THANK YOU AND THANK GOD!!     

Thankfully His,   Pastor John and Linda 
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This yearôs Lenten Luncheon Theme will be 

based on 2 Chronicles 7:14: ñIf my people, 

who are called by my name, will humble 

themselves and pray and seek my face and 

turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear 

from heaven and will forgive their sin and 

will heal their land.ò 

This series will be relevant as we learn 

more about who God is and who He wants us to be.  It will apply to us as 

individuals, as a church, as a community, and as a nation. 

The luncheons will take place every  Tuesday during the season of Lent.  

Soup, salad, and dessert will be provided for lunch free of charge, or you 

are welcome to bring your lunch and join in the fun.  RSVP not required. 

 

March 1: Turn toward God in Prayer (Wildflowers provide lunch.) 

March 8th: Turn toward Godôs Word (MHS Culinary Department will provide lunch.) 

March 15: Turn toward God in Repentance (Lunch Bunch will provide lunch.) 

March 22: Conclusion: Turn our Hearts Toward God (Men of the church will provide 

lunch.) 

 

Montreat Yard Sale 
When: April 9th 

Donate your extra stuffðanything that 

you would donate to Habitat or  

Goodwillðto our youth.  Place your 

items behind the screen in the fellowship hall. 



Elder of the Month:  

Jim Gibbs 

Church Session: 
Mary Lu Andreu: 205-5229 
maryluandreu@yahoo.com 

Susie Barber: 209-1403 
barber.susie@gmail.com 

Joe Busby: 526-2927 
joebusby@wfeca.net 

Jim Gibbs: 850-718-3343 
jimgibbsfl@gmail.com 

Ginger Green: 209-8338 
ginger@chipola.edu 

Ellie Lawson: 526-2912 
ellietravis2000@gmail.com 

Earnest McNeill 
elmcneill@centurylink.net 

John W. Milton: 482-8963 
miltonj@embarqmail.com 

Kitty Myers: 718-6628 
kittymyers3@yahoo.com 

Betty Pettis: 272-9126 

Larry Spivey: 592-5227 
larryspivey@centurylink.net 

Scott Yant: 526-9108 
scottand cindyyant@yahoo.com 

 

 
 

Dogwood Acres 

Work Day 

Retreat  

March 11-12 

Call Susie Barber 

(209-1403) for more  

information, or to 

reserve your spot.  

Children are  

welcome.  They will 

complete a kid sized 

project and then 

have a ton of fun 

playing with some 

of our youth  

volunteers. 

 

One Great Hour of Sharing 

Fill your fish.   

Bring it on Easter. 

A gift to One Great Hour of Sharing enables the church to share Godôs 

love with our neighbors-in-need around the world by providing relief to 

those affected by natural disasters, provide food to the hungry, and help-

ing to empower the poor and oppressed.  

You are invited to attend 

our Pastorôs installation on 

Sunday, March 13th, at 4 

PM.  We will have a  

reception immediately  

following the installation in 

the fellowship hall. 



Holy Week Schedule 

Palm Sunday: Sunday, March 20 
Our children will carry palms in to begin worship.  We want your child to participate.  Meet 

in the Narthex just before worship begins. 

Maundy Thursday Service: Thurs-

day, March 24  
This service will take place from 6:15-7:00 PM in the Sanctuary.  All are invited to attend.  

We will have the Sacrament of the Lordôs Supper. 

Good Friday Service: 

Friday, March 25 at 5:30 
Come to the CrossðThis service will be a brief service in the Fellowship Hall with Scrip-

ture, a message, and two short, powerful videos.  We will end by nailing our names to the 

cross.   

Easter Service: Sunday, March 27 
Join us for a group Sunday School class at 9:45 in the fellowship hall, a picture on the 

steps at 10:10, flowering the cross at 10:15, and an Easter Egg Hunt on the grounds at 

10:20.  Easter Worship will begin at 11:00. 

 



Justin and Lauren Lyons 

presented their son,  

Hudson Knox Lyons, for 

the Sacrament of  

Baptism on Sunday, 

March 21st.  Hudsonôs 

grandfather, Albert Milton, 

served as his  

Baptismal Ruling Elder. 

Pastor John Wamsleyôs first SundayðFebruary 14th, 2016 

ñNothing can separate us from Godôs love.ò 

ñJohn Wamsley from Lafayette, LA.ò 

Welcome Luncheon 


