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Upcoming Events

Jan. 19 - Ladies Exercise Class 9:00
Jan. 20 - Game Night 6:30 in the fellowship hall
Jan. 21 - Coffee and Juice Fellowship 9:30

Sunday School 9:45
Session meets in Parlor at 10:35
Worship Service - 11:00
Sacrament of Baptism
Food Pantry Offering
Annual Meeting of the Congregation and

Corporation
Friends Group Leaders Meeting (very brief,

immediately following the worship service,
in the parlor)

Montreat Luncheon
January Birthday Celebration
Confirmation Class meets following the luncheon

Jan. 22 - Ladies Exercise Class 9:00
Registration Deadline for Disciplefest

Jan. 24 - Food Pantry Open 9-11
Choir Practice 5:15
JuBELLees practice at 5:45
Covered Dish Supper at 6:30
Youth Group at 7:00

Jan. 26 - Ladies Exercise Class 9:00
Jan. 28 - Coffee and Juice Fellowship 9:30

Sunday School 9:45
Worship Service 11:00 led by Rev. Fred Keith

Jan. 29 - Ladies Exercise Class 9:00
Jan. 31 - Food Pantry Open 9-11

Choir Practice 5:15
JuBELLees practice at 6:00
Youth Group 7:00

Feb. 1 - Newsletter is collated at 1:00
Men’s Group Bible Study 6:30



Elder of
the Month
Jake Gunter

Active Elders
Jake Gunter 482-8564 Virgil Oswald 526-2689

Richard Hand 482-5066 Peggy Peacock 526-5655

LuAnne Law 526-3989 Tom Stadsklev 482-7365

Bill Long 569-2903 Frankie Stewart 482-4118

Albert Milton 482-8988 Mary Wierman 482-1083

Chuck Morgan 482-5332 Scott Yant 526-2845

Have you remembered the First Presbyterian Church in Your Will?

Jan. 17 - Kerri Loving

Jan. 19 - Amanda Yant

Jan. 21 - Gretchen Wynn

Helen-Marie Taylor

Jan. 22 - Ouida Morris

Jan. 24 - Hunter Daffin

Jan. 25 - Anna Beth Milton

Jan. 26 - Doris Irwin

Jan. 27 - Louise Pumphrey

Lou Roberts

Jan. 29 - Dale Eade

Jan. 31 - Jean Morehouse

Feb. 4 - Isabel Keaton

Feb. 5 - Lottie Fite

Lou Wilkinson

Julien Cumming

Feb. 6 - Sam Andreu

Feb. 8 - Branham Skipper

Feb. 14 - Bud Strength

Food Pantry Items
Jan. 21 - rice
Jan. 28 - peanut butter
Feb. 4 - soup
Feb. 11 -  oatmeal packets
Food for our Food Pantry
may be brought to the
church on Sunday
mornings and left in the
food basket in the narthex
or the food cart in the
hallway, or it may be
brought to the church
office during the week. 
The next food pantry
offering will be received on
Jan. 21

As I have mentioned in the past
few newsletters Rachel and I are looking
forward to having a late Christmas
celebration as we visit with our son, Micol,
and his fiancee, Chin, in California later this
month.  We will be leaving on Tuesday,

January 23 and I will be back in the office (after flying the red-eye
from Los Angeles) on the afternoon of Friday, February 2.  We look
forward to hearing all about their trip to Vietnam, to seeing their
pictures, and also the tailor made clothes that they had made there. 
We are pleased that they are back safely and from all reports have had
a great trip.

While we are in California Rachel and I will also be
attending two workshops offered in that area by the Board of Pensions
of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)  The first one will be a two day
one to help us with planning financially and in other ways for
retirement.  The second, one day one will be devoted to helping us to
understand all of the unique rules for pastors in relationship to Federal
Income Tax and Social Security.  These are two workshops that we
have wanted to attend for several years so we were happy that we
could attend them and have this visit with Micol and Chin at the same
time.  While I am out there I also will be working on more details of a
Practicum for my Certificate in Spiritual Formation.  This practicum
will be centered around our worship services, our Lenten luncheons
and other opportunities during Lent this year to reflect on what the
Cross of Jesus means to us.  More details will appear in the next few
newsletters.

Information Needed on Former Pastors and

Church Staff Members

In order to help continue the history timeline in the

fellowship hall we are seeking information from former Pastors,

Interim Pastors, Seminary interns, Directors of Christian Education,

Church Musicians and Church Secretaries.   If you have current

mailing or e-mail addresses, or phone numbers for any of these

persons please share these with the church office at 526-2430 or

fpcmarianna@earthlink.net.



Scholarships Available for Disciplefest

Enclosed in this newsletter is an outline of the programs and
workshops to be offered by our Presbytery of Florida at Disciplefest
on Friday, February 9 and Saturday, February 10 at the Blue Springs
Baptist Assembly here in Marianna.  Registration forms and more
details are available from the church office and on the table in the
hallway outside the fellowship hall.  It is hoped that many of our
congregation will want to take advantage of this opportunity here in
our own area.  In addition to the regular workshops on Friday and
Saturday there will be a Youth Track for Grades 6-12, a Children’s
Track for K-5th. Grade and the Music Track will provide singers with
the opportunity to rehearse all day on Saturday for singing as part of
the Presbytery meeting in the late afternoon. The deadline for
registration is January 22.  Our Christian Education Committee has
some scholarship money available for any who may need assistance in
attending Disciplefest.  Please contact Frankie Stewart or the church
office for more information.

Worship at First Presbyterian Church in January

On Sunday, January 21 we will think about what it means to be the
Church as the Body of Christ using Paul’s words to the Christians in
Corinth in I Corinthians 12:12-27.  The Sacrament of Baptism for
Carley Kathryn Smith, the daughter of Tim and Cecily Smith will be
celebrated, new members will be introduced, and the Annual Meeting
of the Congregation and the Corporation will be held.

On Sunday, January 28 our worship service will be led by the Rev.
Dr. Fred Keith.  It will be a pleasure to welcome back to our pulpit
Dr. Keith.  He has led worship here on several occasions since his
retirement from the pastorate of the Lynn Haven Presbyterian Church.

The sympathy of the congregation is extended
to Jack, Carol, Bill and Jackie Homoney in the
death of Bill Bracco, Carol’s father, in
Murrysville, Pennsylvania on January 6, 2007.

Did you know that on April 21, 1991 our Church

Session, with the concurrence of the Congregation

on April 28, 1991, approved the establishment of an

Endowment Fund for the First Presbyterian Church

of Marianna?  (The recommendations for the

Congregational Meeting on January 21 are a follow-

up to this action)

Sunday School Classes for All Age Groups

Every Sunday morning there are Sunday School Classes for all age
groups between 9:45 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. The Christian Education
Committee hopes at the beginning of this new year you have found
your place in one of our classes.

During the next few weeks our children and young people, ages 2
through 12th Grade, will be looking at the following topics:
        January 21: The Feeding of the Five Thousand in John 6:1-15
        January 28: Jesus as the Good Shepherd in John 10:1-18
During the next few weeks our adult classes will be centered on the
following themes and texts:

Adult I in the Parlor:  
        January 21: Jesus as the Bread of Life

and the Living Water
based on John 6:34-40,
and John 7:37-39

        January 28: Jesus as the Light of the
World based on John
8:12-20; 12:44-46.

Adult II Upstairs in Room 2 will be looking at
the Scriptures to be used in our Worship Services:
        January 21: I Corinthians 12:12-31a
        January 28: I Corinthians 12:31b-14:1a
The Young Adult Class Upstairs in Room 6 continues their study of
Discerning God’s Call 
        January 21: Blessed to be a Blessing based on Genesis 12:1-9
        January 28: The Dance Goes On based on Exodus 3:1-13



Our Prayer Calendar:  Joy Gilbert, Toni

Nowell, Donald Lee (Dot Carpenter’s

brother), and Nell Martin (Jackie Spivey’s

aunt)

On-going Prayer Concerns:
Rex Nowell
Winston Stuart
Ellenmarie Hazel (sister of Elaine

Keen)
Gail McQuillin (Marsha Rodgers’

aunt)
Rudolph Hinson

At Marianna Health and

      Rehabilitation Center:

Lottie Fite

Jay Hutchison

Hassie Flynt

Jeannette Vickery

At Chipola Pavilion:

Adelaide McCaskill

Richard Powell

At the Courtyard

    Rehabilitation and

    Nursing Center:

Jean Morehouse

Raynell Morris 

    (mother of Don Morris)

Homebound Members and
    Friends:
Naomi Mayo
Jackie Parramore
Edith Stephens

Homebound Members and

Friends Out of Town:

Julia Holmes - Old Augustine

Plantation in Tallahassee

Evelyn Coskey - Advent Christian

Village in Dowling Park

Isabel Keaton - Tallahassee

Ruth Hinson - St. Mary’s, Georgia

Eloise Turner - The Village in

Gainesville

Bennie Fowler - Youngstown

Peggy Holmes - Tallahassee

Serving in the Military

Col. Larry Cannon (Alison

Johnson’s father serving

with Army Reserves in

Kuwait)

Jake Vickery (grandson of

Jeannette Vickery,

serving with the 82nd

Airborne Div. in Iraq)

Tony Golden (in chaplain

assistant school in Ft.

Jackson, SC)

On the Mission Field

Joy Gilbert in Calabar, Nigeria

(daughter of Sally Roos)

Annual Meeting of the Congregation
and Corporation

The annual Meeting of the Congregation and Corporation of the First
Presbyterian Church, Marianna, Florida, Inc., will be held at the
conclusion of our Worship Service on Sunday, January 22.  The
following items will be presented for approval based on the
recommendations of the Session:
        1. That the twelve (12) active elders on the Session form the

Board of  Directors to manage the affairs of the corporation
for the year 2007, as  required by the By-Laws of the First
Presbyterian Church of Marianna, and  that these said
directors be also recognized as the trustees of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Marianna in accordance with the
Book of Order of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
G-7.0401.

        2. That the following persons continue to serve as the officers
of the  corporation of the First Presbyterian Church of
Marianna for 2007:

President: Chuck Morgan
Vice-President: Jake Gunter
Secretary-Treasurer: Jim Gibbs

        3. That in addition to the officers the following directors be
listed on the  corporate papers filed with the State of
Florida: Peggy Peacock, Virgil Oswald and LuAnne Law

Report on the Church Finances for the year 2006

Report on the Church Budget for 2007 (see related item in this
newsletter) 

Additional Recommendations from the Session:
        1. That the Congregation affirm its action of April 28, 1991

for the establishment of an Endowment Fund in the name of
the First Presbyterian Church of Marianna, and that such
fund be named the “First Presbyterian 1835 Endowment
Fund.”

        2. That the Congregation rescind its action on April 28, 1991
for the Presbyterian Foundation, based in Jeffersonville,
Indiana, to be the depository for the Endowment Funds.



        3. That the Session, on the recommendation of the Endowment
Committee, be authorized to approve the investment
company, or companies, through which the Endowment
Funds will be invested.

        4. That the changes in the terms of call for Huw Christopher as
pastor for the year 2007 be approved (these were will be
mailed out with the financial statements on Friday,
January 19)

If have any questions about this annual meeting, or any other aspect of
our church’s finances and committee works please be in contact with
any member of our Session.  A list of the Session is included in this
newsletter.

Gary Chapman to Speak In Panama City

Last year Huw and Rachel Christopher led workshops on
The Five Love Languages as presented by Dr. Gary Chapman in his
books.  He will be in Panama City on Saturday, March 3 at the First
Baptist Church for a seminar on The Growing Marriage.  More
information can be obtained at his website, www.garychapman.org.

New Members to Be Received on January 21
The Session will be meeting on Sunday, January 21 at 10:35

a.m. in the parlor for the purpose of receiving
new members.  If you would like to become a
member of the First Presbyterian Church on
that occasion or at any other time please be in
contact with Huw Christopher at 526-2430 or
fpcmarianna@earthlink.net.

Thanks to Retiring Elders
Appreciation is extended to Kip Blighton, Ginny Busby, Chris Milton
and Ruth Sherrel for their service for the past three years as members
of our Church Session.  These elders concluded their term of service
with the Ordination and Installation of our new elders on Sunday,
January 7, 2007.

Food Pantry Offering to be Received
on January 21

Our Food Pantry Offering for January will be received
on Sunday, January 21.  During the month of
December our food pantry served 148 families which
comprised 397  individuals. Your continued faithful
support of this ministry is greatly appreciated.

Volunteers in our Food Pantry for the next few weeks
will be:
        January 24: Jeff Allen and Bob Pitman
        January 31: Marsha Rodgers and Hazel Nelson

If you would like to volunteer to help one Wednesday
between 9 and 11 a.m., or to bag on Tuesdays, or with the Second
Harvest food delivery two Tuesday mornings a month, please contact
Ruthanne Allen at 526-4174.  If you can help shop, or bag groceries
on Tuesday afternoons, please contact Betty Blighton at the church
office 526-2430. 

Free free bread, bagels, etc. are only available when
someone can pick them up on Mondays or Tuesdays at the Second
Harvest warehouse in Tallahassee. If you will be going to Tallahassee
on any Monday or Tuesday, and can pick up bread for our food
pantry, please call the church office and let us know if you are able to
do this – even if it’s just one time – and we can give you directions, as
well as quantities that should be picked up.

The Homoney family extends their sincere
appreciation and gratitude for all the cards and
expressions of sympathy at the passting of
Carol’s father.

End of the Year Statements

Statements of personal giving to the First Presbyterian Church during
2006 will be mailed out on Friday, January 19.  If you do not receive
your statement, or if you have any questions about it, please contact
Betty Blighton at our church office.



Confirmation Class Begins on Sunday,
January 21

The first meeting of our Confirmation Class for this year

will be held on Sunday, January 21 from 12:45 p.m. until 2:15 p.m. 

Other classes will be held from 12:30 p.m. until 2 p.m. through the

month of February and the first two Sundays in March.  Those who

participate in the class, if they choose

to do so, will make their professions of

faith on Easter Day, April 8.

Three young people and their

parents attended the introductory

meeting.  Any additional young people who would like to participate

in the class this year are invited to come to the class this Sunday, or to

be in contact with Huw or Rachel Christopher (482-8118 or

fpcmarianna@earthlink.net)  by this Sunday for more information.

Session Adopts Budget for 2007

Based on the responses of financial commitments to God’s

work through the First Presbyterian Church in 2007 the Session at its

December meeting adopted the following budget for the year.  For

information on this budget and on our 2006 church finances will be

given at our Congregational Meeting on Sunday, January 21.

2006   2007  

Administration Committee $130,899 $142,574

Property and Operations Committee 27,700 28,400

Worship Committee 16,715 17,505

Christian Education Committee 16,670 12,800

Mission and Service Committee 11,160 13,610

Evangelism and Fellowship Committee 1,400 3,700

Stewardship Committee      600      600

Total $205,144 $219,189
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