May today there be peace within.
May you trust God that you are exactly
where you are meant to be.

May you not forget the infinite
possibilities that are born of faith.
May you use those gifts that you have
received, and pass on the love that has
been given to you.

First Presbyterian Church
Founded 1835
Corner of Jefferson and Clinton Streets
Marianna, Florida
(850) 526-2430
Website: www.firstpresmarianna.org
E-Mail: firstpresmarianna@earthlink.net

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
A CELEBRATION OF OUR LIVING AS THE CHILDREN
OF GOD FILLED WITH GOD’S ABIDING, ABOUNDING LOVE
SUNDAY, AUGUST 5, 2007
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PRELUDE With the first notes of the organ please silently prepare yourself for
worship.

CHIMING THE HOUR
WELCOME AND SHARING OF COMMUNITY LIFE

INTROIT “Children of the Heavenly Father”

Words by Caroline V. Sandell-Berg, translated by Ernst W. Olson
The Music is a Swedish Melody

* CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader: Come, let us celebrate the love God has for us as the children of God,

Unison: and rejoice together in the mercy of God towards us.

Leader: Come, let us remember Jesus as we gather at the Lord’s Table,

Unison: and let us focus our attention on him, our crucified, risen, ascended
and exalted Lord.

Leader: Come, let us join with all of the children of God throughout the world

Unison: to bless God’s holy name.

* HYMN OF PRAISE No. 223

“O My Soul, Bless Your Redeemer”

CALL TO CONFESSION

LITANY OF CONFESSION $ OF+**

Leader: Let us confess our sins to one another and to God.
Unison: We say we are your children, O God, but we do not always live like
your children.
Leader: Impure thoughts often are allowed to lead to actions that do not bring honor
and glory to your holy name.
Unison: We claim the name of Jesus, but we do not always live like his
followers.
Leader: We greedily seek to satisfy our own desires rather than being content with
the provisions you make for our every need.
Unison: We say we are your children, O God, but we do not always live like



your children.
Leader: Our feelings and emotions often rule our lives. When we are angry we hurt

others. We find it easy to hate people we do not like, or who are not like us.

Unison: We claim the name of Jesus, but we do not always live like his
followers.
Leader: Our mouths often show us at our worst. We stoop to name calling, foul
language, gossip, and even to lying.
Unison: We say we are your children, O God, but we do not always live like
your children.

PERSONAL PRAYERS OF CONFESSION IN SILENCE

THE ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Leader: Hear the good news! God has not left us to live with our failures and in our
sin.
Unison: God loves us, and Jesus has died to show us how much God loves
us.
Leader: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, and become the children of God.
Unison: God is constantly at work, renewing us, remaking us into the
children God would have us to be.
Leader: By the power of the Holy Spirit, let us overcome our impure thoughts and
actions, our greed and our self-centeredness.
Unison: By the power of the Holy Spirit, let us focus our hearts and minds
on living like Jesus.
Leader: By the power of the Holy Spirit, let us learn to control our anger, and to set
aside personal and community hatreds.
Unison: By the power of the Holy Spirit, let us focus our hearts and minds
on living like Jesus.
Leader: By the power of the Holy Spirit, let us speak kind words, offer compliments
and encouragement to others, and tell the truth in all situations.
Unison: By the power of the Holy Spirit, let us focus our hearts and minds
on living like Jesus.

* THE RESPONSE No. 579
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end, Amen. Amen.

. H & "—_ &/ H#S - .0 1.&.

A TIME FOR OUR CHILDREN Suzanne Owens
(Children age 5 and under are excused to go downstairs to the nursery after the
Time with Our Children)

HOSEA REMINDS US OF GOD’S LOVE FOR US Hosea 11:1-11
The Response: Leader: This is the Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God!

ANTHEM “O Love That Will Not Let Me Go”
Words by George Matheson. Music by Gordon Young

PAUL REMINDS US TO SET OUR MINDS ON JESUS CHRIST, OUR
CRUCIFIED, RISEN, ASCENDED, EXALTED LORD Colossians 3:1-11
The Response: Leader: This is the Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God!

SERMON “LIVING AS THE CHILDREN OF GOD:

WHERE IS OUR FOCUS?” Dr. Christopher
2 &H - o, ,.0 1.&.
* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: The Apostles’ Creed
(L] *2
* HYMN OF ASSURANCE No. 298 3

“There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”
WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION AND SUPPLICATION
* HYMN OF WELCOME No. 4384 5 6 -

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love:
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.



THE PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

THE OFFERTORY

* THE OFFERTORY RESPONSE No. 592 -

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

. P# #3&" # H# &0 % #&

* INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE

* THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Leader:

People:

Leader:

People:

Leader:

People:

Leader:

Unison:

Leader:

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, and our duty and delight that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks to you, Eternal God, for your love for human beings,
even when they fail you and sin against you, has always been constant and
sure. Rejoicing in that everlasting love, we join our voices with the whole
company of heaven, and with your people on earth to sing your unending
praise, saying,

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of Power and Might: The whole earth

is full of your glory. Hosanna in the Highest. Blessed is He who

comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
All glory and blessings are yours, Eternal God, for in Jesus Christ your Son,
you have showed that true treasure is not to be found in our own striving but
in your eternal gift of love, of grace and of mercy. By his faithful life, death
and resurrection you have shown your never failing love for us and for the
whole world as you have delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and
made us children of your new covenant by water and your Spirit. And so, in
remembrance of all that you have done for us in Jesus Christ we offer

ourselves as a holy and living sacrifice, as we proclaim the assurance of our
faith:

Unison: Christ has died, Christ has risen, Christ will come again.

Leader: Gracious God, by your Holy Spirit bless us and these your gifts of bread and
wine. Make them to be for us the body and blood of Christ that we might
become for the world today the body of Christ that through us other people
may come to set their focus on your great gift of love for the whole world in
him, for we ask these things as with the confidence of your love for us as
your children we are bold to pray as Jesus has taught us,

Unison: Our Father who art in heaven...

(The Lord’s Prayer, Presbyterian Hymnal, page 16 traditional,
using debts and debtors)

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE
(Please hold the elements until all have been served.)

PRAYERS FOLLOWING THE MEAL
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* HYMN OF ADORATION NO. 482 -
“Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty!”

* THE CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

* THE CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE "t 8-
Go my children with my blessing, never alone,
Waking, sleeping, I am with you; You are my own.
In my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever.
Go my children, with my blessing — you are my own.

I, the Lord, will bless and keep you and give you peace.
I, the Lord, will smile upon you and give you peace:
I, the Lord, will be your Father, Savior, Comforter, and Brother.
Go, my children, I will keep you and give you peace.
(Words © 1983 Jaroslav J. Vajda. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-708810)



* POSTLUDE
* All who can do so comfortably will stand

Director of Music: Lawrence R. Nelson
Organist: Stanley Littleton

Pastor: Huw Christopher
Elder of the month: LuAnne Law
Nursery Attendant: Susie Barber

To Our Guests — Welcome to First Presbyterian Church of Marianna. We are glad to
have you worship with us today and invite you to join us each Sunday as we worship and
study God’s word. If you would like more information concerning our church you may
fill out one of the pew cards, talk to the ushers or the pastor, or call the church office,
526-2430. Nursery is available for infants and pre-kindergarten children during Sunday
morning activities.

Our Prayer Calendar: Winston Stuart, Ed Hay (Louise Hoy’s son), Phil Greenwell
(son-in-law of Marsha Rodgers), and Ty Harris (Jackie Spivey’s nephew-in-law), Lenda
Burke (Dot Carpenter’s sister).

A Children’s Church program for children Kindergarten through 3™ grade will not be
held this morning in order that children may share in the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
with their families. Children below Kindergarten age will move to the nursery
downstairs following the Time with the Children. The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is
not served to children in our nursery so if they wish to receive they should remain in the
service with their families this morning.

At our covered dish supper at 6:30 p.m. this Wednesday a program will be presented of
some of the experiences the children, young people and adults from our congregation
who participated in the Cooperative Vacation Bible School, Back to Bethlehem or
Christmas in July, July 8-13.

Each Sunday morning there are three Sunday School classes available for adults, in
addition to our classes for all younger ages. In the parlor next Sunday the topic will be:
“Ezekiel Preaches About Responsibility, based on Ezekiel 18:4, 20-23, 30-32. Upstairs
in Room 2 the class based on the texts to be used in our worship service: Hebrews 11:1-3,
8-16 and Luke 12:32-40. Our Young Adult Class will be meeting in Room 6 and
studying, “Amazing Things Jesus Said.”

How can We Support One Another in Our Spiritual Growth and Development? Our
Christian Education Committee is making plans for additional study and fellowship
opportunities for adults this fall, beyond those currently being offered on Sunday morning
or through the Women’s Circles or the Men’s Bible Study Group, to nurture our spiritual
growth and development. These may take the form of a Study of a Theme or Book of the
Bible, the study of a book on Christian Nurture, a group using silent reflection time, a
marriage enrichment group, a parenting group, a group exploring our personalities and
our spiritual gifts. If you have any suggestions on groups or studies that would be of
help to you in your own spiritual development please contact Frankie Stewart, (482-4118,
or e-mail to franway@phonl.com ) the chairperson of our Christian Education
Committee, or any member of our Christian Education Committee: Kip Blighton, Joe
Busby, Rachel Christopher, Jim Gibbs, Johnny Milton and Peggy Peacock. The
committee will be meeting on Tuesday of this week.

The Food of the Month for August for our Food Pantry is spaghetti sauce.

This week in the life of the church...

Monday Ladies Exercise Class 9:00
The Church Office will be closed today
Tuesday Christian Education Committee at 5:30 p.m. in the fellowship hall

Good News Women Circle meets at 7:00 at the home of Betty Blighton
Wednesday  Food pantry is open from 9:00 - 11:00. Volunteers are Bette Giese and
Hazel Nelson
Choir Practice at 5:15 p.m.
Covered Dish Supper and Program about Vacation Bible School 2007 at
6:30 p.m.
Friday Ladies Exercise Class 9 a.m.
Sunday (12™) Coffee and Juice in fellowship hall from 9:30 a.m. until 9:45 a.m.
Sunday School for all ages at 9:45 a.m.
A Celebration of God’s Guidance in Our Lives as the Children of God at
11 am.
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