
May today there be peace  within.

May you trust God that you are exactly

where you are meant to be.

May you not forget the infinite

possibilities that are born of faith.

May you use those gifts that you have

received, and pass on the love that has

been given to you.

May you be content knowing you are a

child of God.

Let this presence settle into your bones, 

and allow your soul the freedom to sing,

dance, praise and love.

It is there for each and every one of you.
Prayer of Saint Therese of Lisieux
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Fourteenth  Sunday  in  Ordinary  Time

A  CELEBRATION  OF  OUR  USE  OF  OUR  OPPORTUNITIES 

TO  DO  GOOD  AS  THE  CHILDREN  OF  GOD

SUNDAY, JULY 8, 2007

THE  CHURCH  GATHERS .  .  .

   PRELUDE    With the first notes of the organ please silently prepare yourself for

worship.

   CHIMING THE HOUR

   WELCOME AND SHARING OF COMMUNITY LIFE

   INTROIT “Children of the Heavenly Father”

Words by Caroline V. Sandell-Berg, translated by Ernst W. Olson

The Music is a Swedish Melody

* CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader: Come, children of God, let us worship the God who created us,

Unison: and give thanks for God’s care and protection.

Leader: Come, children of God, let us give thanks to the God who has shown us

grace and favor,

Unison: and celebrate all that God’s forgiveness means in our lives. 

Leader: Come, children of God, let us praise the God who gives us the privilege of

sharing God’s love with other people,

Unison: and let us seek God’s assurance that we are where God means for

us to be.

* HYMN OF PRAISE No. 478 Lauda Anima

  “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven”

   CALL TO CONFESSION

   LITANY OF CONFESSION

Leader: You call us to many ministries, O God.  You call us to the ministry of

compassion.

Unison: When we fail to notice the needs of others, or when we turn away

from the needs we see, forgive us.

Leader: You call us to many ministries, O God.  You call us to the ministry of

evangelism.

Unison: When we fail to share with others the good news of your love, or

when we hold back seeking to share that good news in new ways,



forgive us.

Leader: You call us to many ministries, O God.  You call us to the ministry of

forgiveness.

Unison: When we fail to forgive as we have been forgiven, when we will not

see another person’s point of view, or when we cannot allow the

past to be put behind us, forgive us.

Leader: You call us to many ministries, O God, even those we may see as small and

significant.

Unison: When we fail to appreciate the significance of the little things that

in ministry we can do for you and for other people, or when we feel

that for the little we can do it is not worth even doing, forgive us.

   PERSONAL PRAYERS OF CONFESSION IN SILENCE

   THE ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Leader: In the assurance of God’s forgiving love in Jesus Christ, may you know the

peace of God through Jesus Christ,

Unison: The Christ who knew what it was to bless the children, even though

his disciples wanted to push them away;

Leader: The Christ who knew God’s peace in the midst of conflict, the agony of

decision making, envy, and cruel rejection.

Unison: May the peace of God made known in Jesus Christ, be for us,

within us, behind us, and before us, now and always.

* THE RESPONSE OF PRAISE AND ADORATION No. 579 Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end, Amen. Amen.

TO  HEAR  AND  REFLECT  ON  GOD’S  WORD  .   .   .

   A TIME FOR OUR CHILDREN Suzanne Owens

(Children age 5 and under are excused to go downstairs to the nursery after the

Time with Our Children)

   PAUL ENCOURAGES US TO WORK FOR THE GOOD OF ALL 

Galatians 6:1-10

The Response: Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord

People:       Thanks be to God!

   ANTHEM “Take My Voice, and Let Me Sing”

Words by Frances Ridley Havergal, adapted by Steve Kupferschmid

Music by Steve Kupferschmid

   THE HEALING OF THE LEPROSY OF NAAMAN II Kings 5:1-14

The Response: Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord

People:       Thanks be to God!

   SERMON    “USING OUR OPPORTUNITIES TO DO GOOD

AS THE CHILDREN OF GOD” Dr. Christopher

TO  RESPOND  TO  GOD’S  WORD  .   .   .

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:  THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA CREED

We are not alone, we live in God’s world.

We believe in God: who has created and is creating, who has come in the true

Man, Jesus, to reconcile and make new, who works in us and others by his

Spirit.  We trust him.

God calls us to be his church: to celebrate his presence, to love and serve others,

to seek justice and resist evil, to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge

and our hope.

In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us.

We are not alone.  Thanks be to God.

* HYMN OF RESPONSE No. 426 Canonbury

        “Lord, Speak to Me, That I May Speak”

   THE FELLOWSHIP OF SILENT PRAYER

   PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION AND SUPPLICATION

   THE PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

   THE OFFERTORY

* THE OFFERTORY RESPONSE No. 592 Old Hundredth



Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING

* THE LORD’S PRAYER

(Presbyterian Hymnal, page 16, traditional, using debts and debtors)

TO  GO  OUT  AND  SERVE  .   .   .

* HYMN OF DEDICATION No. 435 Es Flog Ein Kleins Waldvogelein

“We All Are One in Mission”

* THE CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

* THE CONGREGATIONAL  RESPONSE Ar Hyd Y Nos

Go my children with my blessing, never alone, 

Waking, sleeping, I am with you;  You are my own. 

In my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever.

Go my children, with my blessing – you are my own.

I, the Lord, will bless and keep you and give you peace.

I, the Lord, will smile upon you and give you peace:

I, the Lord, will be your Father, Savior, Comforter, and Brother.

Go, my children, I will keep you and give you peace.

(Words © 1983 Jaroslav J. Vajda. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-708810)

* POSTLUDE

* All who can do so comfortably will stand

Pastor:  Huw Christopher Director of Music:  Lawrence R. Nelson

Elder of the month: Scott Yant Organist:  Stanley Littleton

Nursery Attendant:  Susie Barber

To Our Guests – Welcome to First Presbyterian Church of Marianna.  We are glad to

have you worship with us today and invite you to join us each Sunday as we worship and

study God’s word.  If you would like more information concerning our church you may

fill out one of the pew cards, talk to the ushers or the pastor, or call the church office,

526-2430.  Nursery is available for infants and pre-kindergarten children during Sunday

morning activities.

Our Prayer Calendar:  Joanne Comer (requested by Bill Boyenton), Winston Stuart,

Kelly Crews (requested by Daun Crews), Robert Linton (Frankie Stewart’s father), Ty

Harris (Jackie Spivey’s nephew-in-law), and Ellenmarie Hazell (Elaine Keen’s sister).

A Children’s Church program for children Kindergarten through 3rd grade will not be

held this morning.  Children below Kindergarten age will move to the nursery downstairs

following the Time with the Children. 

The Good News Women will meet Monday, July 9 at 7 p.m. at the home of Cindy

Morgan.

Each Sunday morning there are three Sunday School classes available for adults, in

addition to our classes for all younger ages.  In the parlor next Sunday the topic will be:

“Habakkuk Announces Doom”, based on Habakkuk 2:6-14.  Upstairs in Room 2 the class

based on the texts to be used in our worship service: Luke 10:25-37 and Colossians

1:1-14.  Our Young Adult Class meeting in Room 6 will be studying, “Surprising Things 

Jesus Said.”

The Food Pantry Offering for July will be received next Sunday.  During the month of

June 168 families comprising 518 individuals were served through our food pantry.  

All Women of the Church are invited to a wedding shower next Sunday, July 15, for

Ashley Green, bride-elect of James D. Swearingen.  The shower is being hosted by

LuAnne Law, Amy Milton, Merian Milton and Jennifer Stafford, and will be held in the

fellowship hall from 2:00 until 4:00 p.m.

Appreciation is extended to all who have already responded to our SummerFest Mission

Challenges for this year.  All that has been received so far is displayed in the hallway

outside of the fellowship hall.

Through today we will continue to receive Paper Supplies for StopOver House.

Through her presentation to us at our covered dish supper on July 18 we will continue to

collect School Supplies which Joy Gilbert will take back with her for use by the children

in the Calabar, Nigeria.  We would like again to fill the case for her with pencils, (plain -



no advertisements, please), crayons, plastic rulers, erasers, plastic pencil holders, pencil

sharpeners, protractors, compasses, notebooks and composition books (no packs of paper,

please)

Please make plans now to attend our only covered dish supper in July on Wednesday,

July 18 at 6:30 p.m. Following supper Joy Gilbert will give a presentation of her work as

a missionary in Calabar, Nigeria.  Those people connected with our congregation who

have birthdays in July will be recognized at this supper.

This  week  in  the  life  of  the  church . . .

Sunday Vacation Bible School Registration and Ice Cream Social at 5 p.m. at the

First United Methodist Church

Monday Ladies Exercise Class 9:00 a.m.

Endowment Committee at 4 p.m. in the church office

Vacation Bible School from 5 p.m. until 8 p.m. at the First United

Methodist Church

Good News Women meet at 7 p.m. at the home of Cindy Morgan

Tuesday Administration Committee at 5:15 p.m. in the church office

Vacation Bible School from 5 p.m. until 8 p.m. at the First United

Methodist Church

Wednesday Food pantry is open from 9:00 - 11:00. Volunteers are Hazel Nelson and

Marsha Rodgers

Choir Practice at 5:15 p.m.

Vacation Bible School from 5 p.m. until 8 p.m. at the First United

Methodist Church

Thursday Newsletter collated at 1 p.m.

Vacation Bible School from 5 p.m. until 8 p.m. at the First United

Methodist Church

Friday Ladies Exercise Class 9 a.m.

Sunday (15th) Coffee and juice in the fellowship hall at 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School for all ages at 9:45 a.m.

A Celebration of our Living as the Children of God Bearing the Fruits of

Good works at 11 a.m.

Wedding Shower for Ashley Green from 2 until 4 p.m.

Have you remembered the First Presbyterian Church in Your Will?


