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First Presbyterian Church
Founded 1835
Corner of Jefferson and Clinton Streets
Marianna, Florida
(850) 526-2430
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THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT
A CELEBRATION OF OUR BOASTING IN THE CROSS
SUNDAY, MARCH 11, 2007 11:00 A.M.

THE CHURCH GATHERS .
PRELUDE With the first notes of the organ please silently prepare yourself for
worship.

CHIMING THE HOUR
WELCOME AND SHARING OF COMMUNITY LIFE

INTROIT “Beneath the Cross of Jesus”
Words by Elizabeth C. Clephane. Music by Frederick C. Maker

* CALL TO WORSHIP

Unison: that leads us to stand beneath the cross of Jesus.
Unison: and let us look at our own lives.

Unison: and remember those things in which we glory.
Unison: and see here the power and the wisdom of God,
Unison: as a lantern to guide our footsteps in God’s ways.

* HYMN OF GOD’S UNCHANGING TRUTH SEEN IN JESUS CHRIST No. 327
Munich
“O Word of God Incarnate”
CALL TO CONFESSION

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Holy God, in Jesus Christ, your Word made flesh, you have shown your wisdom
and your power. Yet so often we have felt that we are wiser than you are. We
have felt that we know better than you do how we should live our lives. Yet
frequently we have ended up confused and perplexed. We have felt no need of
your power. We have felt that we could handle our lives far better in our own
strength. Yet we know how often we have become weak and powerless. Forgive
us for our pride which wants to make us self-sufficient, and which refuses to
seek your wisdom and your power. As we stand before the cross of Jesus help us
again to get a right perspective on our lives.



PERSONAL PRAYERS OF CONFESSION IN SILENCE

SUNG RESPONSE SEEKING GOD’S FORGIVENESS Hamburg
Forbid it. Lord, that I should boast,
Save in the death of Christ my God;
All the vain things that charm me most,
I sacrifice them to his blood.

THE ASSURANCE OF PARDON

* THE SUNG RESPONSE OF ASSURANCE Hamburg
See from his head his hands, his feet
Sorrow and love flow mingled down;
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,
Or thorns compose so rich a crown.

TO HEAR AND REFLECT ON GOD’S WORD .
A TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN Suzanne Owens
(Children age 5 and under are excused to go downstairs after Children’s Time)

JESUS IS PUT ON TRIAL BEFORE PILATE, THE ROMAN GOVERNOR
Matthew 27:15-31
The Response:
People:  Thanks be to God!

ANTHEM: “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”
Words by Isaac Watts, 1707
Music by Lowell Mason, arranged by Gilbert M. Martin
(Children in Kindergarten — 3 Grade will leave for Children’s Church upstairs)

PAUL REFLECTS ON HIS OWN PRIDE AND BOASTING  Galatians 6:11-18
The Response:
People:  Thanks be to God

SERMON “The Cross of Jesus: The Source of our Boasting”
Dr. Christopher

TO RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD .
* THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: from The Declaration of Faith
of the Presbyterian Church in the United States

We confess that in the execution of Jesus the sin of the human race reached its
depths. The only innocent One was condemned and put to death, not by the
sinfulness of one nation, but by the sinfulness of us all. In the presence of Jesus,
who lived out what God wants us all to be, we were threatened beyond
endurance. Blinded by our rebellion against our Creator, we killed his Son
when we met him face to face.

We believe that in the death of Jesus on the cross God achieved and
demonstrated once for all the costly forgiveness of our sins. Jesus Christ is the
Reconciler between God and the world. Jesus acted on behalf of sinners as one
of us, fulfilling the obedience God demands of us, accepting God’s
condemnation of our sinfulness. In his lonely agony on the cross Jesus felt
forsaken by God and thus experienced hell itself for us.

Yet the Son was never more in accord with the Father’s will. He was acting on
behalf of God, manifesting the Father’s love that takes on itself the loneliness,
pain and death that result from our waywardness.

In Christ, God was reconciling the world to himself, not holding our sins against
us. Each of us beholds on the cross the Savior who died in our place, so that we
may no longer live for ourselves, but for him. In him is our only hope of
salvation.

* HYMN OF RESPONSE No. 84 Rathbun
“In the Cross of Christ I Glory”

PRESENTATION OF MEMORIAL RESOLUTION FOR ELDER MILTON
GERARD WYNN

THE FELLOWSHIP OF SILENT PRAYER
PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING
THE PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

THE OFFERTORY



* THE OFFERTORY RESPONSE FOR LENT Hamburg
Were the whole realm of nature mine
That were an offering far too small;
Love so amazing so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all.

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION AND SUPPLICATION

* THE LORD’S PRAYER
(Presbyterian Hymnal, page 16 traditional, using ‘debts’ and ‘debtors’)

TO GO OUT AND SERVE .
* HYMN FOR GOD’S WISDOM AND COURAGE No. 420 Cwm Rhondda
“God of Grace and God of Glory”

* THE CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
* THE CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE FOR LENT Crucifer
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim,

Till all the world adore His sacred name.

Come, Christians follow where the Savior trod,
The Lamb victorious, Christ, the Son of God.

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim,
Till all the world adore His sacred name.

* POSTLUDE

* All who can do so comfortably will stand
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Have you remembered the First Presbyterian Church in Your Will?



